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taken in a straight line along the mid-
dle of the lateral surface from a line
perpendicular to the tip of the upper
jaw to a line perpendicular to the fork
of the tail.

Tag means the flexible, self-locking
ribbon issued by NMFS for the identi-
fication of Atlantic bluefin tuna under
§ 285.30.

Trap means a pound net, weir or
staked gill net that is maintained and
operated at a fixed location.

Tuna means albacore, Atlantic
bluefin tuna, Atlantic bonito, bigeye
tuna, skipjack tuna or yellowfin tuna.

Yellowfin tuna means the fish species
Thunnus albacares.

[50 FR 43398, Oct. 25, 1985, as amended at 51
FR 26899, July 28, 1986; 52 FR 25011, July 2,
1987; 53 FR 24645, June 29, 1988; 57 FR 372,
Jan. 6, 1992; 57 FR 32920, July 24, 1992; 58 FR
45289, Aug. 27, 1993; 59 FR 17725, Apr. 14, 1994;
60 FR 14386, Mar. 17, 1995; 60 FR 38511, July
27, 1995; 61 FR 30186, June 14, 1996; 62 FR
30744, June 5, 1997; 62 FR 38487, July 18, 1997;
63 FR 669, Jan. 7, 1998]

§ 285.3 Prohibitions.
It is unlawful:
(a) For any person or for any fishing

vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States to engage in fishing or to
land any Atlantic tuna in violation of
these rules, except that fish implanted
or affixed with archival tags may be
possessed, retained and landed under
the provisions of § 285.9.

(b) For any person to land, transship,
ship, transport, purchase, sell, offer for
sale, import, export, or have in cus-
tody, possession, or control any fish
that the person knows, or should have
known, was taken, retained, possessed,
or landed contrary to this part, with-
out regard to the citizenship of the per-
son or registry of the fishing vessel
that harvested the fish.

(c) For a dealer or any person in
charge of any fishing vessel subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States to
fail to make, keep, or furnish reports
required by this part.

(d) For a dealer or any person in
charge of any fishing vessel subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States to
obstruct or to refuse to allow any au-
thorized officer to enter the dealer’s
premises or to board the fishing vessel
to search or inspect its catch, equip-
ment, books, documents, records, or

other articles, or to question the per-
sons in the dealer’s premises or aboard
the fishing vessel under the provisions
of this part.

(e) For any person to import from
any country any regulated species in
any form subject to regulation under a
recommendation of the Commission, or
any fish in any form not under regula-
tion but under investigation by the
Commission, during the period such
fish have been denied entry under this
part.

(f) For any person or vessel subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States to
land:

(1) Any tuna, except bluefin, in forms
other than round (fins intact), or other
than eviscerated with the head, tail,
and fins removed, except that one pec-
toral fin must remain attached; and

(2) Bluefin tuna in forms other than
round (fins intact), or other than evis-
cerated with the head and fins re-
moved, except that one pectoral fin and
tail must remain attached.

(g) For any person subject to the ju-
risdiction of the United States to land,
transship, ship, transport, purchase,
sell, offer for sale, import, export, or
have in custody, possession, or control
any regulated species that was har-
vested, retained, or possessed in a man-
ner contrary to the regulations of an-
other country.

(h) For any person to refuse to pro-
vide information requested by NMFS
personnel or anyone collecting infor-
mation for NMFS, under an agreement
or contract, relating to the scientific
monitoring or management of tuna.

(i) For any person to assault, impede,
oppose, intimidate, or interfere with,
by any means, NMFS personnel or any-
one collecting information for NMFS,
under an agreement or contract, relat-
ing to the scientific monitoring or
management of tuna.

(j) For any person on board a vessel
subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States to fish for or catch any
Atlantic tuna with gear that is not au-
thorized under § 285.21(b) or § 285.51, or
to retain or land Atlantic tunas taken
with unauthorized gear.

(k) For any person to possess any At-
lantic tuna on board a vessel subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States
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1 Period (.) means a short flash of light;
dash (—) means a long flash of light.

that has gear on board that is not au-
thorized under § 285.21(b) or § 285.51, un-
less authorized under § 285.7.

(l) For any person to violate any con-
ditions specified by the Director in any
exemption issued under § 285.7.

(m) For any person to assault, resist,
oppose, impede, intimidate, interfere
with, obstruct, delay, or prevent, by
any means, any authorized officer in
the conduct of any search, inspection,
seizure or lawful investigation made in
connection with enforcement of this
part.

(n) For any person to assault, resist,
oppose, impede, harass, intimidate, or
interfere with a NMFS-approved ob-
server aboard a vessel.

(o) Interfere with or bar by com-
mand, impediment, threat, coercion, or
refusal of reasonable assistance, an at-
sea observer conducting his or her du-
ties aboard a vessel.

(p) Fail to provide an observer with
the required food, accommodations, ac-
cess, and assistance, as specified in
§ 285.8(c).

(q) Purchase, receive, or transfer for
commercial purposes any Atlantic
tunas landed by owners or operators of
vessels not permitted to do so under
this part, or purchase, receive, or
transfer for commercial purposes any
Atlantic tunas without a valid dealer
permit issued under this part.

(r) Sell, offer for sale, or transfer for
commercial purposes any Atlantic
tunas landed by owners or operators of
a vessel not permitted to do so under
this part or to any person or vessel
without a valid dealer permit issued
under this part.

(s) Dispose of fish or parts thereof or
other matter in any manner, after any
communication or signal from an au-
thorized officer, or after the approach
of an authorized officer.

[50 FR 43398, Oct. 25, 1985, as amended at 57
FR 372, Jan. 6, 1992; 58 FR 45289, Aug. 27, 1993;
60 FR 38511, July 27, 1995; 63 FR 669, Jan. 7,
1998]

§ 285.4 Facilitation of enforcement.

(a) The Secretary, the Secretary of
the Department in which the U.S.
Coast Guard is operating, and the U.S.
Customs Service will enforce jointly
this part and the provisions of the Act.

(b) Enforcement agents of NMFS will
enforce provisions of this part and the
Act on behalf of the Secretary and may
take any actions authorized with re-
spect to enforcement. By agreement,
the Secretary may utilize the person-
nel, services, and facilities of any other
Federal Agency to enforce these rules
and the Act. By agreement, the Sec-
retary also may designate personnel of
a State to enforce these rules and the
Act.

(c) The operator of, or any other per-
son aboard, any fishing vessel subject
to this part must immediately comply
with instructions and signals issued by
an authorized officer to stop the vessel
and with instructions to facilitate safe
boarding and inspection of the vessel,
its gear, equipment, fishing record
(where applicable), and catch for pur-
poses of enforcing the Act and this
part.

(d) Communications. (1) Upon being
approached by a U.S. Coast Guard ves-
sel or aircraft, or other vessel or air-
craft with an authorized officer aboard,
the operator of a fishing vessel must be
alert for communications conveying
enforcement instructions.

(2) VHF–FM radiotelephone is the
preferred method of communicating be-
tween vessels. If the size of the vessel
and the wind, sea, and visibility condi-
tions allow, a loudhailer may be used
instead of the radio. Hand signals, plac-
ards, high frequency radiotelephone, or
voice may be employed by an author-
ized officer, and message blocks may be
dropped from an aircraft.

(3) If other communications are not
practicable, visual signals may be
transmitted by flashing light directed
at the vessel signaled. Coast Guard
units will normally use the flashing
light signal ‘‘L’’ as the signal to stop.
In the International Code of Signals,
‘‘L’’ (.— . .) 1 means ‘‘you should stop
your vessel instantly.’’

(4) Failure of a vessel’s operator
promptly to stop the vessel when di-
rected to do so by an authorized officer
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